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The September Special Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Tuesday, September 28, 2010 at 7:07 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Vice President Roy Davis, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Patrick Williams, and Borough Manager/Secretary, Virginia Kehoe. Mr. Jim Burke and Mayor Harry Kelly were absent.  There being a quorum present the Meeting was called to order by Council President.  

CALL TO ORDER:





President Carey

WORKSESSION:





President Carey

· Laura Beth Ryan – American Red Cross   Laura Beth Ryan from the Red Cross came before Council to ask for their help in spreading her message. She was looking for places in the community that could aid in finding donors for platelets. She gave a presentation on how hard is to obtain these platelets. She had a thank you e-mail that she was going to forward to Virginia from a recipient of these platelets. The recipient was a 20 yr. old from Wyoming Valley West and was on a full softball scholarship to East Stroudsburg University. She was a survivor of leukemia thanks to donors who made it possible for her to receive platelets and blood constantly. She was particularly looking for any male organizations that could supply donors since males were the safest to receive platelets from. Council suggested she try the Clarks Summit Rotary and Lions Club. Mr. Patrick Williams asked what some of the restrictions to donating platelets were. Ms. Laura Beth Ryan explained that blood thinners were usually the biggest restrictions on donating because they thin out the platelets. She left information for the office to provide to its visitors at the end of her presentation.
· Presentation on streetscape lighting     Ms. Virginia Kehoe explained that there’s been lots of discussion over the past couple of years about converting our street lights to LED or solar powered lights. A representative from Schaedler/Yesco came before Council to provide ideas on starting a strategy. 
They also brought representative from Hatco lighting to participate in the presentation. They stated that LED lighting would be something the Borough would most likely want to consider, but that there were other alternatives to consider as well. LED lighting would be the most energy efficient, but they’d also cost the most to install. They asked if Council was looking to improve the appearance of downtown or were they looking to save the most money. Ms. Virginia Kehoe asked if we were looking to just stay within downtown or were we looking to go through the entire town. At that time, PP&L was charging a monthly connection fee. Schaedler/Yesco explained that if a lamp or fixture goes out, PP&L is called out; they fix it, and charge us. Danville State Hospital was in the same situation as the Borough at one point. After two years of negotiating, they bought the poles back from PP&L, since PP&L doesn’t want to be involved with them anymore. Schaedler/Yesco continued that even if we were to do the same, we’d be accountable for the costs of maintenance, so that would another factor to consider in our strategy. Ms. Virginia Kehoe asked for them to explain the pros and cons of solar lighting. Schaedler/Yesco stated that solar lighting can become very costly due to the cost to solar panel. It may be a viable option, but that type of lighting may require more poles to be added to supply the amount of lighting needed. Solar path studies would have to be done to determine if we get enough sunlight to power the lights through the whole night as well. Mr. Herman Johnson felt we needed to form a committee to figure this out. He felt making these decisions in meetings like this made it unfair to other contractors. He also had some concerns about certain lighting possibly be a hazard to those on the road. Schaedler/Yesco responded that there would be no issue with glare due to sag lens. With LED, the only way you could see glare, would be to look directly up into the light.  PennDOT was scheduled to have a meeting with Hatco because PennDOT was not yet caught up with the technology that Hatco was providing. This meant that we wouldn’t be able to upgrade lights on a PennDOT owned road until changes were made to meet approval. Schaedler/Yesco explained that LED lighting would stay constant in cold weather due in part to induction. Maintenance cost would be lower as was proven on record for LED lighting as well. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that if we were to buy the poles from PP&L and upgrade the lighting, we would also be taking on maintenance responsibilities. She felt we should contract those responsibilities out. That would be a factor to keep in mind, as well as the financing involved in buying the poles out. Mr. Patrick Williams asked if it was known how much it costs to purchase back a PP&L pole. Schaedler/Yesco responded that the costs have been based on a case by case basis.  Council decided to form a committee to start work on making up a lighting plan.
· Open electrical bids for lighting upgrades    Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we took advantage of the purchase of those retrofit kits and had placed the order in to Schaedler/Yesco. She had reached out to four different electricians to get bids on installing them, and only two sent in bids. One was from Walsh Electrical and Commonwealth Energy Group, LLC. Mr. Herman Johnson made the suggestion that before a bid is made, let them explain it fully, and then have either the President or Borough Manager ask everyone on Council if they understand the bid. Ms. Virginia Kehoe explained that the bid was clear on the agenda and there were copies of the bid from that company provided. 

Commonwealth offered a one year warranty in their offer and verified that they 
would dispose of old material. Walsh Electrical had the lower bid, but did not 
specify whether they would dispose of the old materials, nor did they have a one 
year warranty. Voting was scheduled to take place the following week. Ms. 
Virginia Kehoe stated that she’d ask Walsh if they were willing to provide a one 
year warranty, as well as provide confirmation on the disposal of old materials. 
She would provide the information for the next meeting.
· Sewer authority budget options    Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Abington 
Regional Waste Water Authority had prepared tentative budgets. They were waiting for the three municipalities to decide whether we wanted to pay as we go or not, in order for them to finalize their budget so that we could finalize our sewer budgets. They gave us the two options they’ve given us the past two years for us to vote on next week. They expected a portion of the capital funding to take place in the fall of 2012; and the sewer fees as of 2013 would reflect the capital upgrades being made. This would cut back on how much will be added if we pay as we go. Mr. Herman Johnson asked how much that sewer bill was going to go up. He wanted to know what the rate for our citizens would be. Ms. Virginia Kehoe responded that we would not be able to determine what the rate for our citizens would be until our budget was finalized. There would be an 8.6% increase. Pay as we go has been encouraged to Council in the past. Mr. Herman Johnson suggested that we have it on our agenda to have the authority come in and give us an update. Ms. Gerri Carey suggested we go to the sewer authority meetings, but Mr. Herman Johnson felt it was the sewer authority committee’s responsibility to attend those meetings and report back to us. Ms. Gerrie Carey felt it would be enlightening for Council to attend the meetings. Mr. Patrick Williams made a recommendation that someone from the sewer authority to give us an update two times a month. Ms. Virginia Kehoe said she’d be happy to reach them about coming in twice a month. 
· ORDINANCE 2010-06 – No Parking on Division   Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we’d have public hearing next week before our meeting on Ordinance 2010-06.-No Parking on Division St.-the south easterly street between Midway and Electric St. 
· 2010-27 EMA Emergency Operations Plan   Mr. Herman Johnson stated they would be voting on Resolution 2010-27. It’s an emergency evacuation plan for the Borough of Clarks Summit that needs to be updated every two years. This is because there are always new Council members and equipment. The new book was completely updated with the exception of the Ordinance that was just signed off on, as well as the Memorandum Understanding from the School District. He and Mrs. Virginia Kehoe had put a request in for that. Mr. Herman suggested that everyone go over the information in this book to be informed and prepared. He also stated that he was in the process of interviewing an architect as an EMA coordinator.  He stated that he did a great job with the memorial and felt he would be a good addition as a volunteer.
· Energy Efficiency Zoning Amendments     Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that our code enforcement officer had suggested we consider adopting a zoning amendment that reflects installation of wind turbines and solar panels. At the time, we did not have any amendments for these types of applications and one had already been submitted to the zoning office. Mrs. Lori Harris had collected information from Parsons on the matter to provide to Council. Ms. Virginia Kehoe continued that if Council was happy with that information, she’d be happy to draft it into an amendment and advertise. Mr. Herman Johnson commended Mrs. Lori Harris on her research and strongly supported the amendment. He suggested that we put the amendment up for voting at November’s meeting, with Council agreeing to the suggestion. 
· Eagle Scout Project – Jason Kohn    Mr. Jason Kohn was looking for funding for his Eagle Scout Project. He had looked for funding elsewhere without much luck. He was coming to Council for any sort of donations they may have been able to provide. Council suggested he look into left over supplies from the work done on the tables at the Abington Community Park from the previous year. 
· Bill Frye – Presentation on 10/2 at 11 am at the Dalton Fire House, if you missed 9/25 at 10 am at the Northeast Ace Hardware in Old Forge    Ms. Virginia Kehoe reminded Council that if they had missed Bill Frye’s presentation on September 25, 2010 at the Northeast Ace Hardware store in Old Forge, that they could see it on October 2, 2010 at 11 am at the Dalton Fire House. His program was under review for the month of October. 
REVIEW OF OCTOBER 6, 2010 AGENDA

ADJOURN:






President Carey
With no further business to discuss, the September 28, 2010 Special Council Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky





Germaine Carey

Borough Secretary





Council President  


