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The regular October Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, October 6, 2010 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerri Carey, Mrs. Barbara Evans, Solicitor Patrick Rogan, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Patrick Williams, Mrs. Kathy Drake, Mr. Herman Johnson, Mr. Jim Burke, and Mr. Roy Davis. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Harry Kelly.

CALL TO ORDER:






President Carey

MEDITATION:






Mayor Kelly


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:




Mayor Kelly

PROCLAMATION – WHITE RIBBON CAMPAIGN

Mayor Kelly

Mr. Patrick Williams stated that the White Ribbon Campaign was a week of awareness in which participants either wear or hang white ribbons on their door knobs. The white ribbon would express that participants are against the distribution of pornography to prevent violence and discrimination against women. Mayor Harry Kelly made a proclamation that the week of October 31-November 7, 2010 was White Ribbon Against Pornography Week in this Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, United States of America. He called upon our residents to protect our children by taking all of the necessary steps to stop the dangers of pornography and indecency.
PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE 2010-06 – 


President Carey

No Parking on Division     Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that in the September, we had discussed developing an ordinance that would ban parking on the southerly side of the street on Division St. between Electric St. and Midway Avenue. Since that meeting, we had developed an ordinance and advertised it in the paper. The next step was to hold a meeting allowing the public an opportunity to speak if they’d like, before a vote was made.  There was no public comment or input made on the ordinance before voting took place. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve the ordinance. Mr. Patrick Williams seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   


President Carey

Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.









2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


President Carey

· July 7, 2010 Regular Council Meeting



Mrs. Kathy Drake made a motion to approve the minutes. Mrs. Barbara 


Evans seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT:


President Carey



Ed Slowley of 336 S. State St. came before Council to thank Chief Louis 


Vitale for his support in Mr. Slowley’s efforts with truck traffic on S. State 

St. He stated that there had been a big difference in the speed and 



regulation of traffic through Clarks Summit. He felt that we could still use 


further 
support in efforts against truck traffic violations. He requested that 


motorcade enforcement get involved to further reduce the truck traffic 


issues. He would need a call from Council or the Police Department to 


provide motorcade enforcement. He also stated that he was aware that a


letter was authorized and sent to Jim Wansacz. He and the tenants of 336 


S. State St. wanted to thank the Clarks Summit Police and Fire 



Departments for their quick response to a fire in his apartment building. 


He stated that they were very professional and the damage done was 


minimal.




Mr. Tom Hendrian of 1004 Carnation Drive and his wife came before 


Council to thank Ms. Gerri Carey, Mr. Herman Johnson, Mr. Roy Davis, 


and Mrs. Barbara Evans for responding quickly in correcting water 


drainage. He also stated that he wants the DPW to be pro-active in 



correcting problems they may see while out on other projects. He added 


that he was aware that the DPW was very busy. Mr. Roy Davis suggested 


the Borough put an ad in the paper telling residents to be proactive in 


unblocking sewer drains.  Tom suggested that we find other ways to 


inform residents because he felt the paper wasn’t the best way to inform 


them. Mrs. Barbara Evans asked if we’d suggest bagging them for the time 

being.


Mr. Ray Davis of 211 Barrett St. stated to Council that we should all help 


as neighbors to keep the storm drains clean. He also stated that Council 


had fiduciary responsibilities that he wanted them to keep in mind when 


they are voting. He continued that N.E.I.U. did not follow fiduciary 


responsibility standards at a time where we should all be ‘thankful to have 


our jobs.’ He urged Council to look at other contracts and make sure that 


they weren’t overly generous.
4. BIDS & QUOATATIONS:



President Carey

· Lighting Design/Upgrade Installation (solicited Walsh, Leber, GR Noto, Coyne & Commonwealth)     Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that at last month’s meeting we decided to solicit bids for the lighting design/upgrade. She had reached out to three different companies: Walsh Electric, Leber, GR Noto, Coyne, & Commonwealth reached out to her. Walsh Electric and Commonwealth offered bids that had previously been discussed during the Work Session. Ms. Virginia Kehoe requested that we accept the bid from Walsh Electric, which was the lowest bid. Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion to accept the bid from Walsh Electric. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
5. BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT

President Carey



Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve the Borough Treasurer’s Report. 

Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· Finance Committee – vote – funding for Bill Frye’s water resource programs
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that at last month’s meeting, Council had requested more information on Bill Frye’s water resource programs. She had collected some events he was performing at so Council could see what he was doing in this request for money. Mrs. Barbara Evans said there wasn’t much money available in the fund to donate. Mr. Roy Davis stated that although he had reservations about other people coming in and requesting donations, he felt that a donation to Mr. Bill Frye’s program would be beneficial to the community. Council wanted to know exactly what the money would be donated for in these performances. Mrs. Barbara Evans restated that there was not money budgeted for such programs. Mr. Roy Davis requested that the vote be tabled so that Bill Frye could be reached for further information on his programs. Ms. Virginia Kehoe suggested that we look into budgeting the program for 2011. Mr. Herman Johnson stated he felt we should tell people up front if there is no money available in the budget. The vote was tabled. 
· Shade Tree Commission – 2011 budget request    Donna from the Shade Tree Commission reported that from November 2009 to June of 2010, 82 trees were planted. The total cost was $29,039.73. This total cost was with $8,011.00 in volunteer hours. We needed $21,028.73 in cash. We got a grant award of $13,665.00. Supporting costs were $7,363.73, which was paid from the $6,000 Shade Tree General Fund in 2010. $1,362.73 was taken out of the Shade Tree checking account, which depleted all funds.

The 82 trees planted will help with storm water issues, provide shade to 
residents, and improve the aesthetics of the Borough. Plans for 2011, 
included removing two dead trees at the cost of $250.00, as well as the 
pruning of 54 trees at $65 a tree; a total of $4,410.00.
7. POLICE REPORT:




Mayor Kelly

· OT cost added to report    Chief Louis Vitale presented the police report. Mr. Patrick Williams inquired about litter citations. Chief Louise Vitale responded that it’s hard to catch people in the act of littering. They normally won’t litter in front of an officer. There was a request to add a line for Jake brake violations on the Police Report.

Mr. Ray Davis of 211 Barrett St. appeared before Council again to present 
a spreadsheet on what South Abington provides to their municipality. He 
stated that he wanted to discuss this spreadsheet at length at the next 
meeting. He felt the information was the best PR piece you could have. 
Council requested a Y.T.D. report on overtime hours. Mr. Herman 
Johnson suggested we take the taser policy to executive session and then 
vote on it.
8. VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:
President Carey



Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to ratify the vendor payments. Mrs. 


Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
9. OLD BUSINESS:




President Carey



There was no old business to discuss.
10. NEW BUSINESS:




President Carey

· 2010-27 EMA Emergency Operations Plan    Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to accept Resolution 2010-27 EMA Emergency Operations Plan. Mr. Patrick Williams seconded the motion and it carried 7-0. He continued that with the Fire Dept., the Police Dept., and the DPW a note should be put in that they carefully review the EMA Emergency Operations Plan. 
· Sewer authority budget options     Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we had discussed this in the Work Session. We had to decide between two options in the budget. Option 1 at $184,627.00 a quarter, will assist paying off some of the capitol planning and purchases that are being made on purchases toward the upgrade on the plant. Thus, reducing the amount that needs to be financed when they go ahead and leap into the conversion, which is anticipated to occur in the fall of 2012; there the 2013 budget definitely increases. Option 1 will prevent a huge bump up in expenses for the residents. Option 2 would pay our expenses-$140,109.00 quarterly bill from the sewer authority to pay for their budget. Mr. Herman Johnson asked what kind of increase it would be on our citizens. The Finance Committee had not yet started work on the budget so that was unknown. He felt there needed to be more discussion on the issue. Ms. Virginia Kehoe suggested we advertise this matter for a Work Session to take a vote at and get an answer into the sewer authority before the end of the month. The sewer authority budget options were tabled till the Work Session.
· Borough Engineer     Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Bob Naegele had notified Council that he was leaving Civil Design Partners; and was asking Council to consider retaining him in his new partnership. Mr. Bob Naegele first offered to comment on the sewer authority budget options. Mrs. Barbara Evans asked if the with the sewer, could the budget also go down. Mr. Bob Naegele responded that it could, but under corrective action plan, something had to be done. A comprehensive study, under the corrective action plan, made grant money available. He had previously provided Council with a letter summarizing what he’s done with the Borough over the last five years. He confirmed that he’d make monthly billing a priority and proposed an engineering report as often as Council would like. He also offered a 10% reduction in primary rate for the first two years in service with the Borough. Mr. Roy Davis asked if we could expect to hear from Civil Design Partners. Mr. Bob Naegele responded that Council would and their split was amicable. Mr. Roy Davis then asked if Civil Design Partners were planning on making a presentation to Council. Ms. Virginia Kehoe responded that she had not heard from them. Mr. Bob Naegele said he could not comment on Civil Design Partner’s decision not to come before Council. Mr. Roy Davis stated that he’d like to see Mr. Bob Naegele stay.                                                                                                                                                                      Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to accept Colwell-Naegele Associates, Inc. as Borough Engineers. Mrs. Barbara Evans seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
11. BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:

President Carey

· September 2010     Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to accept the September 2010 Borough Sewer Office Report. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
· October 2010      Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she had printed out the wrong report for October. She continued that she’d e-mail Council a copy of the correct report for review. A vote on the October 2010 Borough Sewer Officer Report was scheduled for the next Work Session.
12. SOLICITOR’S REPORT:



Solicitor Rogan



There was no Solicitor’s Report for this meeting.

13. CORRESPONDENCE:







· ECON
       Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we received a letter from ECON opportunities. ECON Opportunities was the firm that was suggested to Council by NEPA Alliance for the traffic signal conversion.  ECON made an analysis of our traffic signals, told us if we’d make a savings or not in the studied intersections, and then proved it out. After a year of research, they provided Council with a report, saying that there’d be no savings in those intersections. This wasn’t because the LED lights wouldn’t save money; it was because more signals were added and cancelled out the savings. Ms. Virginia Kehoe requested that Council decide what they want to do with the traffic signal conversion. She stated that savings or not, we need to make a conversion due to the fact that a final report proves that we’d benefit from an estimated $2,400.00 in savings with a conversion in other intersections.
· Jason Kohn      Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Jason Kohn was requesting help in funding his Eagle Scout project. It had previously been suggested to him to seek extra supplies from the Joint Recreational Board. He had checked with them and they did not have any left over. He went ahead and did the project out of pocket. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that we need to tell people up front that there is no money available in the budget. Mr. Patrick Williams suggested that Mr. Jason Kohn address Mr. Bill Risse.
· Abington Senior Center   Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Abington Senior Center had sent us a letter stating that they had a shortfall in their budget. Mr. Herman Johnson referred them to the Finance Committee. Council needed more time to review it and scheduled the matter for discussion at the next Work Session meeting.
Mr. Herman Johnson requested that a request go out for Junior Council. He requested that the Borough Manager talk to the Guidance Counselor at Abington Heights High School about getting some students on the Junior Council. He also stated that there was $500.00 from the Friends of the Forgotten coming in for the memorial. 
14. EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:



President Carey



Prior - 

September 1, 2010 – litigation


September 28, 2010 - litigation



During –


Subsequent – 


immediately following

Council recessed for a quick executive session and reconvened:

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to accept Chief Louis Vitale’s, Mayor Harry Kelly’s, and Solicitor Rogan’s recommendation on the taser policy effective in two weeks. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
15. ADJOURN:





President Carey



With no further business to discuss, Mrs. Barbara Evans made a motion 

to adjourn. Mrs. Kathy Drake seconded the motion and it carried 7-0.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary

