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The regular December Meeting of Borough Council was conducted on Wednesday, December 1, 2010 at 7:02 P.M.  The Meeting was held in Borough Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Council members in attendance were President Gerrie Carey, Solicitor Patrick Rogan, Ms. Virginia Kehoe, Mayor Harry Kelly, Chief Louis Vitale, Mr. Patrick Williams, Mr. Herman Johnson, Mr. Jim Burke and Mr. Roy Davis. Mrs. Barbara Evans and Mrs. Kathy Drake were absent. The Meeting was called to order by Council President, followed by a brief period of self-directed meditation and then the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mayor Harry Kelly.

JUNIOR COUNCIL – Swearing in of Jon Johnson


President Carey
Mayor Harry Kelly swore Mr. Jon Johnson in as Junior Councilperson of the Borough of Clark Summit.
PUBLIC HEARING – Ordinance 2010-08 – Renewable 

President Carey



    Energy Generation




 - Ordinance 2010-09 – 2011 Tax






    Millage




 - Ordinance 2010-10 – 2011 TAN



 - Ordinance 2010-11 – Sewer Rates




 - Ordinance 2010-12 – Debt Service
There was no public comment/input made about the five Ordinances set to be discussed at this meeting.
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:



President Carey
Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to approve the agenda. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:



 President Carey
· November 3, 2010 Regular Council Meeting
Mr. Jim Burke made a motion to approve the November 3, 2010 minutes. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.

3.   PUBLIC COMMENT & INPUT:



 President Carey

Mr. Jamie Kresge came before Council to express inquiry about the intention of the Borough in reference to the sewer pass through relating to Laurelwood and their scheduled public hearing in South Abington Township. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that he would get a copy of the agenda to Mr. Jamie Kresge. He also expressed that Council was still concerned with sewer water. Mr. Jamie Kresge stated that he felt that there should be representation from Council at the Sewer Authority meetings. Mr. Herman Johnson asked Ms. Virginia Kehoe to get info on when the meetings would occur next. 
Mr. Christopher Yarns came before Council to express his concerns with budget cuts for the police department.  He stated that the police department is what’s keeping Clarks Summit safe. He questioned why the Borough spent two million dollars on Grandview in the name of public safety. Mr. Herman Johnson responded that Council did not make the decision to spend two million dollars and stated that it was a lawsuit outcome, not a matter of public safety. Mr. Christopher Yarns stated that a $50,000 budget cut would hurt public safety and questioned why the police department was the only department receiving budget cuts. Mr. Roy Davis asked if the police department was the only department receiving budget cuts. Ms. Virginia Kehoe responded that they were not the only department. Mr. Roy Davis then stated that when cuts need to be made, over-time is usually the first thing that needs to be brought under control. He continued that Council certainly doesn’t want to hurt the safety of the Borough and that the only reason cuts were being made was because we are facing difficult economic times. Mr. Patrick Williams asked Mr. Christopher Yarns if he had solutions to suggest.  Mr. Christopher Yarns responded that he felt the Borough needed to hire both more full-time and part-time officers. Mr. Jim Burke stated that it was very important to remember that we were talking about the 2011 budget and asked Mr. Christopher Yarns what he felt would be an accurate number of officers to enforce a Borough that was 1.6 miles long. Mr. Christopher Yarns responded that in his opinion, he felt five officers were necessary. Chief Louis Vitale added that square mileage was not relevant because the Borough is the most densely populated area in the county. He added that he was not asking for a 5th officer. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that we need to focus on the economic times and come up with a solution. Chief Louis Vitale stated that the police department didn’t have enough officers to not spend money on over-time. He added that police spending was under 1/3 of the budget. Mr. Roy Davis commended the police department for an admirable job of staying under 1/3 of the budget. Chief Louis Vitale stated that he felt the police department couldn’t afford to be spread any thinner. President Gerrie Carey stated that she felt Council and the police department needed to meet and discuss the matter further to come to a solution. 
Mr. Ray Davis spoke before Council to express that he wanted Council to provide actual transcripts based on what happened with N.E.I.U. He also wanted to know what happened to the discussion about eliminating the 3pm-3am shift with the police department. Mr. Patrick Williams asked Mr. Ray Davis how many part-time officers were on during Mr. Ray Davis’ time on Council. Chief Louis Vitale responded that there were six part-time officers on the force at that time. Mr. Ray Davis stated that he felt it was extremely important for Chief Louis Vitale to do reports to help manage over-time more effectively. Mr. Herman Johnson responded that we do use the visual system, but that it may not be in the format Mr. Ray Davis wanted to see. Chief Louis Vitale stated that if we were to disband the police department, brought in other municipalities, and didn’t like the service; it wouldn’t be cost effective to fix the infrastructure at that point.
Mr. Donnie Moyer came before Council to ask if the sewer fee and bypass fee were going up. He also inquired about whether money owed from other municipalities was being collected. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Solicitor Patrick Rogan was discussing this with her. Mr. Herman Johnson state that the surplus was gone and we have a bad economy we’re trying to deal with. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that the Borough has billed all communities.

4.   BIDS & QUOTATIONS:




  President Carey

· Vote Ordinance 2010 – 10 TAN – vote to accept bid from PNC Bank for $300,000.00 TAN at 2.55%    Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we had solicited bids for our TAN for 2011. Out of three bids, the lowest bid was from PNC Bank. She requested that Council vote for PNC Bank’s bid and approve Ordinance 2010-10 TAN. Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to accept the bid from PNC Bank for $300,000.00 TAN at 2.55%. Mr. Herman Johnson seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 
5.  
BOROUGH TREASURER’S REPORT


  President Carey


Mr. Herman Johnson made the motion to accept the Borough Treasurer’s report.

Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 

6.    COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
· Vote – Ordinance 2010 – 09 2011 Tax Millage
Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Council had prepared a draft budget, and based on that draft budget determined we’d be looking to maintain the current millage at 27.75 mills. She asked Council to vote to adopt the budget and pass Ordinance 2010-09.  Mr. Jim Burke made a motion to adopt the 2011 general fund budget and approve Ordinance 2010 – 09 2011 Tax Millage. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.

· Vote – Ordinance 2010 – 11 Sewer Rates

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that based on Council’s vote to opt into the pay as you go they needed to approve a budget of $40.60 per EDU. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that the Sewer Authority had made a presentation but left him with a lot of doubt. He also stated that we have a lot of communities running through our sewer lines that we aren’t charging; and instead we’re charging our own community. He felt we needed to increase the other communities’ price and collect from the ones who haven’t paid at all. He continued to state that past Council didn’t know back then that it would come to this and we should’ve been raising costs over the years. He said that based on what he’s observed as EMA director, that most of the water was coming from surrounding areas. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we need to look at the pass through. She continued that if we triple the pass through rate we’d still not meet budget requirements. She didn’t want anyone to think it would solve anything. President Gerrie Carey stated that since no one appeared comfortable in making a motion to vote for Ordinance 2010-11, they should table the matter. Council decided to table the matter until another public meeting could be scheduled.

· Vote – Ordinance 2010 – 12 Debt Service

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Ordinance 2010 – 12 Debt Service would allow the Borough to charge residents in order to pay back the debt incurred from the Grandview lawsuit. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to accept the 2011 debt service budget and adopt Ordinance 2010 – 12 Debt Service. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
At this time, Mr. Herman Johnson also requested that Mayor Harry Kelly make a proclamation to commend our football team.

7.
POLICE REPORT:





Mayor Kelly

Chief Louis Vitale presented the police report for November 2010. Mr. Herman Johnson asked who the officers were that were unavailable for some of the shifts. Chief Louis Vitale responded that some officers had been sick and officer Fallon had accepted a job with the Sheriff’s office. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that we had collected applications and resumes for new part-time officers. Mr. Herman Johnson then asked how many part-time officers we were looking to hire. President Gerrie Carey responded that were we looking to hire two new part-time officers. 
8.   VENDOR PAYMENTS TO BE RATIFIED:

President Carey

Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to ratify our vendor payments. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
9.    OLD BUSINESS:





President Carey

· Vote – Ordinance 2010 – 07 – Motor Vehicles & Traffic

Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that last month, we had tabled Ordinance 2010-07 – Motor Vehicles and Traffic, where we were discussing parking tickets. President Gerrie Carey had spoken with Mr. Kaplan and he wanted this tabled until January. President Gerrie Carey added that the ABPA wanted to go over this matter as well. Council decided to table the vote on this Ordinance until January.

10.   NEW BUSINESS:





President Carey

· Vote – Ordinance 2010 – 08 – Renewable Energy Generation


Ms. Viriginia Kehoe stated that we had discussed Ordinance 2010 – 08 – Renewable Energy Generation last month. The Planning Commission had forwarded a recommendation to approve this ordinance to adapt definitions and regulations to stay current with renewable energy generation. Mr. Herman Johnson made a motion to approve Ordinance 2010 – 08 – Renewable Energy Generation. Mr. Roy Davis seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.

       11.  BOROUGH SEWER OFFICE REPORT:


President Carey

· N/A   Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that she does not get the information from the Sewer Authority until the second of each month. She added that she would have that information available at the next meeting.
        12.  SOLICTOR’S REPORT:




Solicitor Rogan


   Mr. Patrick Rogan stated that he would concentrate on sewer at next month’s 

meeting.
        13.   CORRESPONDENCE:

· Ray Davis   Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mr. Ray Davis requested that Council go over the letter he sent back in May in regards to the police management report for Clarks Green Borough. The letter entailed the type of report he wants Clarks Summit Borough to use. Council stated that they do use the report system he discussed, but they do not format the information it provides the way Mr. Ray Davis would like.
· Maria Poppa   Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that Mrs. Maria Poppa had requested that her letter sent in November, be discussed before Council. In her letter, she expressed concerns over what she felt was poor sewer and paving work completed on her street, Woodland Way. Ms. Virginia Kehoe stated that some of the issues had already been resolved. She continued that back fill still needed to be completed. Mr. Herman Johnson stated that something must be wrong if the road is paved and water is not being collected properly in the catch basins. He felt we needed an inspector and to hold people accountable. President Gerrie Carey stated that Council would certainly get back to Mrs. Maria Poppa.
          14.   EXECUTIVE SESSIONS:
· Prior -

November 3, 2010 – litigation



November 15, 2010 – litigation



November 22, 2010 - litigation

· During-

· Subsequent - 

       15.   ADJOURN: With no further business to discuss, Mr. Roy Davis made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Jim Burke seconded the motion and it carried 5-0.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Mullisky 


Assistant Borough Secretary
