RECONVENE OF NOVEMBER 6, 2016
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 27, 2019
7:00 PM
The November 2019 Borough’s Reconvene of November 6th’s Borough Council Meeting was
conducted on Wednesday, November 27, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. The meeting was held in Borough
Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 304 South State Street, Borough of Clarks Summit, County of
Lackawanna and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Council members in attendance were Ms.
Gerrie Carey, Mr. Vincent Cruciani, Mr. David Jenkins, Mr. Frank Besten, Mr. Robert Sheils,
Mayor Herman Johnson, Solicitor Kevin Hayes, and Borough Manager Virginia Kehoe. Mr.
Bob Bennett and Mr. Pat Williams were absent.

1.

RECONVENE:

2.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

President Carey

Sean Neary, 217 Maple Avenue spoke to Council about the conditions of Maple
Avenue. He stated that there is a lack of communications suggesting that
residents in that area should be sent letters so they understand the process of what
is happening there. Ms. Kehoe stated that the contractor who is doing the water
connections, they have been disappearing; they did some work and left for a
month and a half. It’s very frustrating. Solicitor Hayes will send a letter to the
water company. The Annacarto’s live at 216 Maple and they have the same
concerns. They dug up his sidewalks. Trucks use Maple Avenue as a through
street. There are a lot of people speeding on Maple Avenue.
Ms. Kehoe stated that the blinds were installed yesterday and Art Frank came
down to the borough and he stayed with the installers and helped until they were
finished. He was extremely helpful.
● Open TAN bids: Ms. Kehoe opened the TAN bids and Council can vote at
the next meeting. Fidelity Bank had the lowest bid. Vince Cruciani stated
that we didn’t have a cash flow problem in 2019. He asked if they need to
spend the $6,000 in interest. Ms. Kehoe stated that we usually pay it off
earlier and do not end up paying the full interest.
● Vote on Trash Bids – vote to accept JPMascaro bid – trash wit 1 bulk
item weekly and recycling every other week - 3 year contract with 2
additional optional years – yr 1 rate $573,528.00: Vince Cruciani made the
first motion to accept the JP Mascaro bid (with the above specs), seconded by
Bob Sheils, vote was 4-0-1 with David Jenkins abstain. Ms. Kehoe suggested
it might be a good idea to send a letter to the landlords letting them know
about the limited 1 item for bulk change.
● 2020 Budgets: Ms. Kehoe stated that the net result for next year will be a ¼
mill increase reflected in the Fire Fund. Vince Cruciani thanked Virginia for
all of her hard work, stating that she works harder than anybody on the
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budget. Mr. Cruciani stated that being intellectually honest to the taxpayers;
we do have to raise the taxes by 2 mills. We paid off Grandview early, they
claimed the success for that-they were owed the success for that. But you
can’t have the majority of the municipal government funded in an inflationary
economy and expect property taxes to not go up.
● UCC Appeal Board appointments – Joe Guzek, Art Frank: David
Jenkins suggested Tom Rosencreance as a third member.
● Controller – State & Winola: Ms. Kehoe stated that the controller is not
salvageable. Dave Jenkins made the first motion to authorize the replacement
of the controller, seconded by Vince Cruciani. On the questions, David
Jenkins asked if there can be a light emitter on it. Ms. Kehoe stated that she
would get a quote on the price for one. Vote was 5-0.
Ms. Kehoe stated that MOPAR has the warranty on the 2014 Dodge. Ms.
Kehoe went over the specs. Frank Besten made the first motion to approve
the warranty, seconded by Bob Sheils, vote was 5-0.
Rebate from healthcare insurance Benecon was about 14,000, we are in a
pooled insurance, monies that aren’t spent we get back.
3.

REVIEW OF DECEMBER 4, 2019 AGENDA

4.

ADJOURN:
President Carey
Frank Besten made the first motion to adjourn, seconded by Bob Sheils, vote was
5-0. Vince Cruciani suggested that Council all have their minds in the right place
as to whether or not they need to be back on December 18th. December 18th is a
special meeting, they need to know if they will need to have that meeting or not
by next week at the regular meeting. Ms. Kehoe stated that if they get the budgets
and millages voted on next week, we are in good shape.
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